
CONSOLATA MISSIONARIES 

The Superior General 

1 

Viale delle Mura Aurelie, 11-13 – 00165 ROMA – Tel. +39 06.393.821 – Fax. +39 06.3938.2255 – email: superioregenerale@consolata.org 

FAITH IN TIMES OF TRIAL 

 

Message for the feast of the Founder  

February 16, 2021 

 

«Sadness dulls the mind, cools the will and takes away peace. Let us overcome 

sadness with prayer; with the desire to sanctify ourselves, content with our present 

state, taking good and evil from the hands of God; and with patience in enduring 

adversity. Let us propose to live a holy joyful and fervent life». (J. Allamano) 

«Allamano did not take life lightly: he tried to walk always leaning forward, not 

waiting, but doing God’s will and, overcoming obstacles and overcoming 

difficulties, he went up to shine like a sun of fidelity and correspondence to his God». 

(Testimony by Father G. Nepote) 

 

Dear missionaries, friends, relatives and benefactors; 

The feast of our beloved Founder gathers us together this year in a very special moment, 

certainly unprecedented, sad and painful. The whole world is still in full pandemic which, 

despite hopes and promises, leaves us all confused, afraid and unable to give reasonable and 

useful answers. Our is a difficult time, in which fear is almost a travel companion which leads 

us to build walls, to close in on ourselves. This “crisis”, which is not only related to health or 

economics, is “gnawing” our security and, consequently, also our convictions of faith and 

attachment to our missionary vocation. 

When we are troubled by afflictions, problems and difficulties, what we need is to know how 

to persevere in the often unpleasant situations we are facing by learning from our Founder. 

It is therefore not possible for us to celebrate the dies natalis of the one who is a father and a 

guide for us, without revisiting his attitudes and beliefs in the face of the many moments of 

crisis and difficulty that have studded his long life. Stages of his life that we know well: 

 the many years of waiting, disappointments, uncertainties and patience, before being 

able to start the Institute; 
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 the difficult and exhausting breaks in “human relationships” (unfortunately, with the 

authorities of other missionary institutes) to be able to enter Kenya and Ethiopia; 

 the dramatic years of the First World War (with the situation of hunger and the many 

missionaries torn from the Mother House and sent to the front), followed by the 

pandemic of the “Spanish” flu (which, between 1918 and 1920, killed millions of people 

in the world); 

 but, above all, the last, painful period of his life, which made one of our early 

missionaries write: «Those were the times when every member of the Institute felt proud 

to be the son of such a Father ... But the Lord, in his inscrutable designs, wanted to allow 

our Founder, in his last years of life ... to drink the bitter chalice which made his figure 

more radiant in our eyes». 

Some pearls of wisdom to live through difficult times, attitudes in the face of 

difficulties 

In this complex and complicated situation there is an enormous need to let oneself be 

enlightened by the Gospel in order to collaborate in building a different future. As missionaries 

we have a tremendous responsibility at all levels. We must cultivate a sense of hope, which 

enables us to think and walk towards a future that does not yet exist. In the end there is the 

beginning. For our reflection, I propose some phrases by our Founder that can also inspire us 

in the difficult journey of life and mission. 

 When Fr Costa, director of the Mother House died, Allamano said to the students: «We 

need to repeat: I understand nothing, I know nothing, but I know it is the Lord. These 

are times when others would lose their minds, but we who have faith must think that it 

is the Lord who acts» […] 

 «The Lord has a long sight; he has established this from all eternity ... I accept 

everything, I want everything, and let this be our resolution, and let us not look for 

anything else». 

 «I say to myself, without being Job: a nuncio announces a painful thing, then another, 

and then another disaster ... and yet? The Lord gave, the Lord took away; blessed be 

the name of the Lord! We must take all things from the hands of God and say: Oh Lord, 

not my will, but yours be done! [...] Some have a lively enough faith, but they hope little, 

they are unable to widen their hearts. Let us open our hearts to a lively hope. And not 

just hoping, but super-hoping, hoping against all hope. When we hope little, we do 

wrong to the Lord, who wants all men to be saved. […] Do things with the greatest 

perfection, and don’t think about what will happen; pray, pray a lot and ... let us hope!». 

 « Nor can we hide how very painful moral pains were added to all physical sufferings. 

It was God who thus permitted and disposed to purify his faithful servant more and 

more, to make his crown of justice more shining and to attract more abundant blessings 

on the works he had founded… He drank the very bitter cup of Gethsemane and made, 

step by step, the ascent to Calvary, ending up by exclaiming in a moment of supreme 
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desolation: Well, it means that to the crown of virgins and confessors, the good Lord 

will also add that of martyrs» (Fr. L. Sales). 

 Can. G. Cappella, successor of Allamano in the Consolata Shrine, said: «I had the 

opportunity of observing him for many years and I can attest that in every circumstance, 

both happy and painful, I always found him equally consistent to himself: always loving 

and never sweet, always an older brother and a father who welcomes with goodness, 

who truly loves according to the spirit of Our Lord». 

The example of our Founder: prayer and mission! 

The words, but above all the example of our Founder, thus illuminate this “time of trial” that 

we are living and which, mercilessly, makes us touch our frailties. But if we find the courage 

and humility to say that this is also a time of the Spirit, we will not be crushed or defeated, but 

we will keep the intimate confidence that: life can be born from death; light from darkness; 

grace from sin. 

And this will be possible if we do not close ourselves up in ourselves, afraid, if we have the 

courage to continue proclaiming the Gospel without fear. Do not be afraid, says the Lord: we 

must not be frightened by those who try to extinguish the evangelizing power with arrogance 

and violence. The only real fear we must have is that of losing our closeness and friendship 

with God. Do not be afraid, because, while going through these and other pitfalls, the life of the 

disciples is firmly in the hands of God, who loves us and protects us. The sending to mission 

by Jesus does not guarantee success for the disciples, just as it does not protect them from 

failures and suffering. They must take into account the possibilities of rejection and of 

persecution. This is frightening, but it is the truth, Pope Francis recalled in 2017, because “there 

is no Christian mission in the name of tranquillity. Difficulties and tribulations are part of the 

work of evangelization”. God takes care of us, because our value is great in his eyes. What 

matters is frankness, it is the courage of the witness of faith: to recognize Jesus before men and 

to go forward doing good. 

How many times we have believed that our enthusiasm, our passion, our preparation were 

enough to proclaim the Gospel. How many times in our communities we start with even 

beautiful impulses, with great intentions and then they fade away after a short time. It is Jesus 

who tells us that if we had faith as big as a single mustard seed, we would be able to uproot 

huge plants from the ground. Let us ask ourselves: concretely, what am I and what are we doing 

to allow Jesus to increase my and our faith? 

Whoever serves God does so with the freedom of the heart knowing that the giving of oneself 

comes before everything else. Here lies the root of our service, in the Church and in the world. 

Being “useless” servants does not mean servants who count for nothing. But rather servants 

“without profit”, that is, who give without asking anything in return.   And this will be possible 

if we have the courage to get on our knees in dialogue with God, trusting, hoping “against all 

hope” (Rom 4:18). 

Our "obstinate prayer" will thus push us to raise our gaze and peer into the distance, to look at 

others and their history with different eyes, with a new heart, enlightened and shaped by the 

wisdom of the Gospel ... just as I wrote to all of you, dear missionaries and friends, in my recent 
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Christmas Message: «Let us consider again the fact that there are many, and there are millions, 

who for many years have lived in the midst of the virus of war, hunger and thirst, victims of 

malaria and leprosy. The fear of the virus, the pandemic must not make us fall into self-

consideration, into concern only exclusively for ourselves. We must raise our gaze and show 

solidarity with the poorest, the last, the most abandoned, who always remain our favourite 

friends, those for whom we have chosen the mission and whom we carry in our hearts and with 

whom we want to continue serving our beloved. humanity». 

And this is what Allamano still reminded us of: «A community, where everyone did this, would 

become an anticipated paradise. There will always be weaknesses, but we are here to accept, 

support and sanctify ourselves. We must not give in to melancholy; instead, we should put 

everything in God’s hands and thus edify one another and edify others too... I like those who 

are always in God’s will, who seek and find their security in his hands. How beautiful it is when 

one shoots straight forward; he goes on, always on! I want you happy. You have to feel good 

in body and soul. I want the spirit of tranquillity, ease, and serenity to be preserved and 

increased more and more. This is the spirit I want». 

 

Courage - than, and - Forward in Domino! Always, even in this time of trial, crisis and… grace! 

________________________________ 

Fr. Stefano Camerlengo, IMC 

Superior General 

 

 

Rome, February 2nd, 2021,  

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

 


