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EASTER MESSAGE 2021 

 

 

 

“In this Easter season we feel the need to cry out loudly: alleluia!” 

“Let us always keep the fervour we feel on this feast. No one dies anymore! Let everyone 

say to himself, we are risen, we do not want to die anymore, we want to be true 

missionaries!” (Blessed Joseph Allamano) 

 

Dear missionaries, family members, friends and benefactors; 

This Easter comes as sad news afflict us every day, we ask God to help our humanity, which 

has been tested not only by the ravages of the coronavirus, but also by so many other sufferings. 

We entrust to him the deceased, the sick, relatives, friends and those who are taking care of 

them. We plead with God, but we must be careful not to lock ourselves in our anguish as we 

simply wait for this ordeal to pass and for everything to return as before. The confinement we 

live should not restrict our horizon. We beg God, but God also begs us, God wants to be heard. 

The pandemic that is attacking us suddenly highlights the need for profound changes in our 

society, in our way of living and operating, in our mission. 

It is like on that Easter evening with the stone rolled in front of the tomb, everything seemed 

over: even the women, when they go to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus, do not carry any 

hope in their hearts but only a problem: “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 

to the tomb?” (Mk 16,3). It is as if all traces of the great hope that Jesus had aroused had 

vanished. 

Peter and John run towards the tomb. When they arrive at the tomb, Peter looks and is perplexed. 

The other disciple “sees and believes”. 

The resurrection event also comes to them as an absolutely unpredictable fact, like a light that 

suddenly comes on. It is the experience of a joyful surprise that the disciples live when they 

quickly returned to Jerusalem to recount the extraordinary experience they had lived and found 

the others who with a heart full of joy said: “Truly the Lord is risen and has appeared to Simon” 

(Lk 24,34). 

The Resurrection not only completely changes the way we look at life, but transforms those 

who welcome it, gives unexpected energies, leads the disciples of Jesus to form a community 

that radiates the very life of God. 

From that day on, this proclamation has flowed through the Church, like a wind that carries the 

seed of hope everywhere. It also reaches us today, stunned by a faith that often drags on wearily, 

without passion and full of fear. 

What spontaneously pushes the disciples towards faith? How can they recognize in the empty 

tomb the fact that Jesus has risen? It is the love of God, in Christ Jesus, which opens wide the 
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doors of life, kidnaps us to the tomb and introduces us to the feast of the children loved by the 

Father. 

No one is excluded and everyone, by opening our hearts, allowing ourselves to be found and 

loved, can take part in the great joy. Illness, violence and death no longer have the last word. 

Rooted in this certainty, may the paschal mystery become for each a moment of rebirth to hope, 

a new life given to let us also surprise us and open ourselves to God and to our brothers. 

May the Paschal message open us to wide and broad new dimensions. 

In our prayer, even though poor, we can welcome the light of the Easter message. We can thus 

discover that it is possible to change our personal and collective behaviour, in view of another 

future for us and for the whole of humanity. From this encounter comes the ability to see new 

paths, new horizons to orient one’s own life. We can bring into us the imagination necessary to 

put the mission into practice. 

The Risen One sends his disciples all over the world so that their lives radiate the hope of peace 

on earth and fullness of life for all creation. 

Let us allow ourselves to be taken by the Easter light and greet each other with this Easter 

morning news: “Christ is risen!” – “Yes, he is truly risen!” 

I suggest to our reflection two important values for reaching an authentic Easter of resurrection: 

prayer and service. Easter values for “not dying” as Allamano would say: “we must rise to 

fervour; not only from sin, but from all weaknesses. We should always keep the fervour we feel 

on this feast. No one dies anymore! Let everyone say to themselves, we are risen, we do not 

want to die anymore, we want to be true missionaries! Do not be afraid to become too fervent!” 

By indicating these attitudes, I refer to the ability we have to place ourselves before God by 

accepting life with availability, as a gift and not as a possession to be defended. This helps us 

to look at the world with love, penetrating its truest meaning, and it supports us on a path of 

rebirth, of resurrection. 

Prayer is our breath of freedom and our testimony of a living presence. 

God becomes our life and our existence, the announcement of resurrection, of liberation, of 

consolation. It is in our prayer that the action of the Risen One makes its way and opens to 

compassion, to the encounter with the other. 

He who in prayer experiences the touch of Love and reads history, the world, with the eyes of 

the Risen One, cannot fail to reach out to others with compassion, cannot help but take charge 

of the others by taking care of them, taking care to bring “the good news to the poor, to proclaim 

liberation to prisoners and sight to the blind; set the oppressed free and proclaim the Lord’s 

year of grace”. (Lk 4,18b-19) 

The risen Christ, the Good Samaritan of history, asks everyone to become a hospitable inn, a 

living closeness, for those who are waiting to be treated, healed and consoled. 

Let us listen to the love of the Lord who becomes tears and emotion, and we will begin to 

perceive not the stench of death, but the scent of life that is reborn. Let us pray for all of 

humanity and live with charity. The works of God grow where there are men and women ready 

to start over every day and are willing to fight with all their strength so that the Kingdom that 

Jesus promised will come soon. This is the greatest desire that I would like to communicate to 

you. 
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Together, with humble insistence, let us ask the Virgin Consolata, with humble insistence, to 

accompany us in this Easter season to joyfully renew our missionary availability in Christ, 

crucified and risen. 

Let us turn to the Risen Lord with full confidence, making our own the words spoken by St. 

John Paul II on the last Passover he celebrated on this earth (March 27, 2005): 

Jesus, crucified and risen, stay with us! 

Stay with us, faithful friend and sure support of humanity on the way along the roads of time! 

You, living Word of the Father, 

instill trust and hope in those who seek 

the true meaning of their existence. 

You, Bread of eternal life, nourish man 

hungry for truth, freedom, justice and peace. 

Stay with us, living Word of the Father, 

and teach us words and gestures of peace. 

Stay with us, Bread of eternal life, 

broken and distributed to the diners: 

also gives us the strength of a generous solidarity towards the multitudes who, even today, 

suffer and die of misery and hunger, 

decimated by lethal epidemics 

or prostrated by immense natural catastrophes. 

By the strength of your Resurrection 

may they too be made partakers of a new life. 

We too, men and women of the third millennium, 

need you, risen Lord! 

Stay with us now and until the end of time. 

Let the material progress of peoples 

never cloud the spiritual values 

which are the soul of their civilization. 

Support us, we beg You, on our journey. 

In You we believe, in You we hope, 

because You alone have the words of eternal life (cf. Jn 6:68). 

 

Stay with us, Lord! Alleluia! A happy and holy Easter! 

Courage and forward in Domino! 

________________________________ 

Fr. Stefano Camerlengo, IMC 

Superior General 

 

Rome, 28 March 2021, Palm Sunday 


